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Synopsis:

One cannot escape death; it forms part of our life cycle and arguably extends beyond life itself. Although most of us
live in a secular world, death still evokes and captivates. The way we as modern humans deal with death can be
traced through the archaeological record in Europe to around 40,000 BCE. From this period, the archaeological
record clearly shows elements of ritual within burial practice. Prior to the emergence of modern humans,
Neanderthals were also dealing with death in a particular and deliberate way. Much of what was practiced during this
early period in prehistory extends into later prehistory and beyond. In later prehistory many of the components and
suspected rituals associated with death, burial and ritual in early prehistory can be traced during this period,
suggesting that there is a contineous ancestral heritage to the way the dead are treated. This lineage is not confined
to a specific geographic area but is widely practiced throughout the prehistoric core areas of Europe.

Evaluation:

Students will be assessed following the teaching component of the course. The assessment exercise will include the
construction of ritual-funerary episode observing all the fundamental components such as body preparation, burial
and grave good deposition from a chosen prehistoric period. Students will be asked to present (in groups) their
narrative. Public speaking is an important skill that students will need not only as an archaeologist, but in ather walks
of life. Itis an essential part of your assessment in order to complete this course option.
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Observations:

Students will be taught the archaeology of death, burial and ritual, focusing on the prehistoric era; from Neanderthals
to people working with iron; a duration of a round 250,000 years. Using both the archaeological and anthropological
records students will be expected to identify key philosophical points, sites and the respective material culture within
the various prehistoric periods. In order to contextualise these key areas, the course will also examine contemporary
parallels.
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